Guru himself was squatting .at one end of the hall and
speaking to casual visitors like us. What ever doubts
the visitors or disciples might have, he points to the
Gayatri Mantra on the wall and assures them that if they
chant the mantra, their doubts will be cleared and their
mindsl illumined. At the other end of the hall was a
very big framed portrait of the single letter "Om" with
a legend below, "In'the lunatic asylum from 1910. to
1916", hanging on the wall. I had been there with the
officer two or three times, more out of curiosity than out
of much religious zeal. One day I asked the officer for
the significance of the portrait. He asked me to put the
question to his guru, and assured me that he would not
take it amiss. The next time I visited the guru and
respectfully requested him to enlighten me about its signi-
ficance. He very gently asked me to be seated and
gave me a detailed account of an incident in his life,
which was stranger than fiction.

"I was a Goods Clerk in the M.S.M. Railway,
and five years before retirement, in 1910, I was deeply
immersed in my religious practices. I went into a bliss-
ful experience of incomparable quality, and became com-
pletely dead to the outer world and to my body. I do
not know how long I was in that state. When I fell out
of it, for it was truly a fall, and became alive to my body
and the outer environment, I slowly learnt that I had been
kept in a lunatic asylum for six years (19104916).
'However much I have tried to get into that condition
all these years, I am unable to get even to its fringe.
Compared to all the other things I have experienced in
my life, that experience was so supremely ecstatic, that I
ever cherish its recollection. What else can I do except
to have that picture in remembrance of it?" I was a little
'sceptical, but greatly surprised, and wanted to look up
his record, if any, in the lunatic asylum he had men-
tioned, at the earliest opportunity.

During my next routine visit to the mental hospital,
I Hunted up the old case file$ of the hospital. I repro-
duce below the relevant details of his case sheet
Ms stay in the hospital.
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